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To the Rev. Mr. VILLET TE, 
Ordinary of Newgate, 


| Reverend Sir, 


H E following Addreſs owes its preſent public ap- 
pearance to you. I read it to you after it was com 
poſed, and you thought it proper to be delivered, as was 
intended. You heard it delivered, and are pleaſed to 
think that its publication will be uſe ful. To a poor and 
 atje Worm, like myſelf, this is a ſufficient inducement to 
that publication; and ] heartily pray God, that in your 
bands it may frequently and effectually adminiſter to the 
e and Comfort of the miſerable ! 


I am, dear Sir, 8 
With my ſincereſt thanks 
F or your humane and friendly attention, 
IJI᷑ͤͥ0our truly ſorrow ful, 
And much afflicted Brother in Chriſt, 
WILLIAM DODD. 


| Friday, Tune 6, 1777. = 
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HE. ADDRESS. 


40 7 kame. my faults, and my þ fn n is ever at: me.” 125 
| PSALM li. 3 1 


My deter ad unhappy fellew p orifiners! E 
\ONSIDERING my peculiar - circumſtances and 
ſituation, I cannot think myſelf juſtified, if l do 
not own to you, in fincere Chriſtian Love, ſome l 
X of my ſerious thoughts on our preſent awful ſtate. 
In the 16th chapter 6f the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
you read a memorable ſtory reſpecting Paul and Si- 
las, who, for preaching the Goſpel, were caſt by the 
magiſtrates into priſon, verſe 23, —and, after having 
received many ſtripes, were committed to the Jayier, 
with a ſtrict charge to keep them ſafely. Accord- 
ingly he thruſt them into the inner priſon, and made | 
their feet faſt in the ſtocks.” At midnight Paul and || 
Silas, fupported by the teſtimony of a good conſci- f 
ence, prayed and fang praiſes to God, and the priſo- 
ners heard them; and ſuddenly chere was a great 
earthquake, fo that the foundations of the priſon 
were ſhaken; and immediately all the doors were o- 
pened, and every one's chains were looſed. The 
© keeper of the priſon awaking out of his ſleep, and 
ſeeing the priſon doors open, in the greateſt diſtreſs 
(as might well be imagined) drew his fword, and 
would ae killed himſelf, ſuppoſing that the priſo- 
ners had been fled.” But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
Do thyfelf no harm, for we are all here. The keep- 
er calling for a light, and finding his priſoners thus 
freed from their bonds by the imperceptible agency 
of Divine Power, was irreſiſtibly convinced that theſe z 
men were not offenders againft the law, but martyrs | 
to the truth: he ſprang in therefore, and came trem · 
bling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, and 1} 
50 162 them out, and faid, ends WHAr MusT 1 | 
0 ro BE SAVED © * | 
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BE: What maſt Id to 95 foo ed? is the important queſ- 
| tion, which it becomes every human being to ſtudy 
from the firſt hour of reaſon to the laſt; But which 
we, my fellow priſoners, ought to conſider with par- 
ticular diligence and. intenleneſs of meditation. Had 
it not been forgotten, or neglected by us, we had 


never appeared in this place. A little time for re- : 


collection and amendment is yet allowed us by the 

mercy of the law. Of this little time let no particle 
be loſt. Let us fill our remaining life with all the 
. which our preſent condition allows us to prac- 

iſe. Let us make one earneſt effort for ſalvation ! 
It oh! | heavenly Father, who deſireſt not thße 
Leath of a linger. grant chat this effort Pay. not be 
vain! 3 6855 
Io 30200 ners what, they nat 4 ta 1 Appell has ; 

lang been my employment and profeſſion., .You ſe 
with what, contuſion; and, diſhonour I now ſtand be- 
fore you no more in the pulpit at. inſtruction, bpr 
on this humble ſeat with vourſelves Tou are not 
co conſider me now as a man authoriſed. to form the 

˖ manners or direct the conſcience, and ſpeakivg with 

19 the authority of a Paſtor to his F lock. am here . 

| guilty, like yourſelves, of a Capital Offence ; and 

; lentenced, like yourſelves, to e and ſhameſul_ 

deach. My profeſſion, which has given me ſtronger 

- convictions ot my duty than moſt of you can be f ſuþ- 


: poſed to have attained, and has extended my views 3 


to the conſequences of wickedneſs farther than your 
; obſervation is likely to have reached, has loaded my 
ſin with peculiar aggravations; and entteat you to 
Join, your prayer with mine, that my Sorrow may be | 
Prater tignate to my Guilt. 5 
lam now, like you, enquiring, what T muſt 40 to BER 
Je ſaved? and ſtand here to communicate to you what 
that enquiry. fuggeſts. Hear me with attention, my 
fellow priſoners ; and in your melancholy hou S of 
retirement, conſider well what I offer to you rom 


19 — ; — : 
3 5 * — 
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che ſincerity of my good will, and from the deepeſt 
conviction of a penitent heart. | | 


Salvation is promiſed to us Chriſtians, on the 


terms of Faith, Obedience, and Repentence. I ſhall 


therefore endeavour to thew how, | in the ſhort inter- 


val between this moment and PORE we may exert 


Faith, perform Obedience, and exerciſe Repentance, in 


2 manner which our heavenly, Father may, in his 


infinite mercy, vouchſafe to accept. 

I. Faitb is the foundation of all Chriſtian virtue. 
It is that without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. I 
ſpall therefore conſider, firſt, how Faith. is to be par- 
ticularly exerted by us in our preſent ſtate. _ 

Faith is a full and undoubted confidence in the 
declarations made by God in'the Holy Scriptures ; a 
ſincere reception of the doctrines taught by our 

bleſſed Saviour, with a firm aſſurance that he died to 
take away the ſins of the world, and that we have, 


each of us, a part in che boundleſs benefit of the = 


; Univerſal Sacrifice. 


Jo this faith we muſt have Aconbſe at all vines; 
but particularly if we find ourſelves tempted to de- 


pair. If thoughts arife in our minds, which ſug- 


geſt that we have finned beyond the hope of pardon, 
and that therefore it is vain to ſeek for reconciliation 


by repentance; we muſt remember how God willeth 
that every man ſhould be ſaved, and that thoſe who 


obey his call, however late, ſhall not be rejected. —— 
If we are tempted to think that the 1 injuries we have 


done are unrepaired, and therefore repentance is vain, | 


let us remember, that the reparation which is impoſ- 
ſible is not required ; that ſincerely. to will is to do, 
in the fight of Him ta whom all hearts are open; 
and that what is deficient in our endeavours is ſup- 


plied by the merits of Him who died to redeem us. 


Let let us likewiſe be careful leſt an erroneous o- 


fam: of the all' ſufficiency of our Saviou's merits 


Il us into careleſſneſs and ſecurity. His merits are 


be indeed | 
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bu who denied. him was forgiv | 
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indeed all ſufficient! uk: FR _ 
on which they are to operate. 80 It 1 0 bra 
ners, but to ſaye only thoſe Kh 10 1 


zen, wy e obt. 118 
s pardon. by « weeping 17 They Who h net 
in perpetual. Teas afity of duty, and are free 15 
ny groſs or v ible tranſgreſſion, are daha unpro- 
ptab © Jerwants :- — —— What. then 105 we, whoſe Kine 


are haſtening us to the grav bet re our time ?---Let 
us wor with fear and el Fel N 


ut ſtill let us en- 
deavour to work cut our ſalualion. Let us hape Witb- 


_ out. preſumprian z let us fear without def ſperation; 
| 2 let our faith mimate us to that which Fe: FF 


© Secondly, te Sincere 1 to theLaws of God. * 


Our obedience, for the ſhort time yer remaining, 1s - 
reſtrained to a narrow circle. _— [hoſe duties, which ; 
are called ſocial and relative, are. for the molt part 
| but of our power. We can contribute very little. to 


the general happinels of mankind, while on tha 


ow kindred and friendſhip, have allied te 11: 
have 
nelit the public by an example of contrition, and for- 


rought diſgrace and ſorrow. We « can on y 5 45 


tify our friends againſt tempration by warning and 


: admonition, 


The obedience left us now to practice is, 00 Suh 
mifft on to the will of God, and calm acquieſcence 
in his Wiſdom and his Juſtice.” We mult not allow 
ourſelves to repine at thoſe miſeries which have fol- 
jowed our offences, but ſuffer, with filent humility 


and reſigned patience, the puniſhment which we de- 


ſerve ; remembering that, according to the Apoſtle 8 


| deciſion, no praiſe 1 is due to them who bear with pa- 
tence to be Buffeted for their Faults. 


When we conſider the wickedneſs of our paſt 0 . 
and the danger of having been ſummoned to the fi- | 


nal Judgment without preparation, we ſhall, I hope, 


deen rie 0 Ok above the groſs conceptions | 
N 


(81 J 


of human nature, as to return thank 0 God. for, 
what ance, ſeemed the moſt dreadful of all evil 
our detection and conviction ! We ſhrink back, by 
immediate and Auen terror, from the public 
eye, turned as it is upon us with indignat ion and con- 
tempt. Impriſonwent is afflictive, and i ee 
death is fearful! But let us 7910 are our. con Nero 
with that which our actions mig 15 r:afonab ly 8 have 
incurred. The robber might 7905 died in the Kal 
violence, by law ful reſiſtance. The man of fra 
; might. have ſunk into the grave, while he was enjoy 
ing the gain of his Artifice ;—and, where. then bad 
been our Hope? We have now leiſure for thought; 
we have opportunities of inſtructions; and Whatever 
we oe — offended laws, may yer reconcile our- 
ſelves to God, do. it we figcerely och Bu will 8 
aſſuredly be found. 5 
But how are we to 18 the Lard?: By the way. 
which he himſelf hath appointed; by humble, fer- 
vent, and frequent Ptayer. Some hours, of , worſhip, 


are appointed us; let us duly obſerve them. Some 


aſſiſtance to our devotion is ſupplied; let us thank- 
fully accept it. But let us not reſt in formality and 
preſeription: let us call upon God night and day. 
When, in the review of the times which we have palt, 
any. offence ariſes to our choughts, let us humbly im- 
plore forgiyeneſs; ; and for thoſe faults (and many 
they ale and mult be) which we cannot recalled, let, 
us ſolicit mercy in general petitions. But it muſt be 
our conſtant care, that we pray not merely with our 
lips; but that when we lament our fins, we are really 
humbled | in ſelf. abhorreace; and that, when we cail 
for mercy, we raiſe our thoughts to hope and truſt 
in the goodneſs of God, and the merits of our Nr 
ſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 
he reception of the Ho'y Shcrament,. to which.s we 
wall be called, in the moſt ſolemn manner, perhaps 
A a few hours before we die, is the e at of chril=, 
tian 


Pay — OTST er af 
[3 5 0 8 
| + . 


and to con 


mortality.— And poſſibly, it may pleaſe God to af- 
ford us ſome conſolation, ſome ſecret intimations of 


14 6 4 


5 tian worthip fy At that awful moment it will become 


us to drop He ever all worldly thoughts; to fix our 
hopes 8 upon Chrift, whoſe death is repreſented; 1 
der ourſelves as no longer connected wir 


acceptance and forgiveneſs. But theſe radiations of 


favour are not always felt by the ſiacereſt penitents. 
Jo the greater part of thoſe hom > rf ſtand rea- 


dy to receive, nothing is granted in this world . 
yond rational Hope; $0, with Hape, founded on 


: Promiſe, we may well be fatisfied. 


But ſuch promiſes of falvation are W only to 


the Penitent. It is requifite then that we conſider. 


Thirdly, ** How Repentance is to be exerciſed.” 


Repentance, in the general ſtate of Chriſtian Life, is 
ſuch a ſorrow for fin as produces a change of man- 
ners, and an amendment of life. It is that diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, by which he who ffole, feals no more; 
by which the withed man turneth away from his wicked 5 
refs, and doth that wbicb is laful and right. And to 
the man thus reformed, it is expreſiy promiſed, that 
be ſhall ſave his ſoul alfoe. Of this repentance the 

proofs are viſible, and the reality certain, always 
to the penitent, and commonly to the church with 
which he communicates; becauſe the ſtate of the 
mind is difcovered by the outward actions. But of 


the repentance which our condition requires and ad- 


mits, no ſuch evidence can appear: for to us many 


crimes and many v:rtues are made impoſſible by con- 


finement; andthe ſhortneſs of the time which is be- 
fore us, gives little power, even to ourſelves, of diſ- 
18 tinguiſhing the effects of terror from thoſe of con- 
vickion; ; of deciding, ' whether our preſent ſorrow 
for ſin proceeds from abhorrence of guilt, or dread 


of puniſhment; whether the violence of our inbr- 
dinate paſſions be totally ſubdued by the fear of God, 


or only cruſhed and reftrained by the n force 


of preſeat CRY: Ny” 3 


( 11 ) 


Our repentance is like chat of ober ſinners on their 
'death-bed; but with this advantage, that our dan- 
ger is not greater, and our ſtrength is more. Our 
taculties are not impared by weakneſs of body. We 
come to the great work not withered by pains, ' nor 
| clouded by the fumes of diſeaſe, but with minds ca- 

pable of continued attention, and with bodies, of 
which ve need have no care? We may therefore bet- 
ter diſcharge this tremendous duty, and better judge 15 
of our awn performance. 
pits Of the efficacy of a death. bed repentance many 
"Rave diſputed; but o we have no leiſure for controver- 
ſy. Fix in your minds this deciſion, © Repentance is 
"> change of the heart, of-an evil to a good diſpo- 9 
* ſition,” When that charge is made, repentance is 


complete. God will conſider that life as amended, 2 


which would have been amended if he had ſpared Ah 
Repentance i in the ſight of men, even of the peni- 
tent, is not known but by its fruits': but our creator. 
ſces the fruit bloſſom, or the feed; He knows thole 
"reſolutions which are fixed; thoſe converſions which 
would be permanent; and will receive them who are 
qualified by holy deſires for works of righteouſneſs, 
without exacting from them thoſe outward” duties 
Which the ſhortneſs of their lives hindered them from 
performing. 
No thin Therefore remains, bur that we e apply wich 
At our Tedd: and with all our ſtrength, to rectify 
our deſires, and purify our thoughts; that we ſer 
God before us in all his goodneſs and terrors; that 
we conſider him as the ['ather and the Judge of all 
the Earth; as a Father, deſirous to fave; as a Judge, 
who cannot pardon unrepented Iniquity : : that we 
fall down beſore him ſeif-condemned, and excite in 
our hearts an intenſe deteſtation of thoſe crimes which 
have provoked him; with vehement and ſteady re- 
ſolutions, that if life were granted us, it ſhould be 
* fle W in ebe anions af" our duty: : that we 


pray 


. PPP * 


dath with int 
1 A in any huma 1 7 
„him, whaſe ] 


(42) 


pray the giver of grace to ſtrengthen and. impreſs 


theſe holy thoughts, and to accept ur repentance, 


. tho' late, and in its beginnings violent: that we im- 
prove every good motion by diligent prayer; and 
- having, declared and confirmed our faith by the holy 
communion, we deliver qurſelyes into his hands, in 
Frm hope, that he who created and redeemed us will 


not ſuffer us to, periſh... _ ; 
Ihe condition, without which forgiven is not | 


to bY obtained, 1s that we forgiye others. There, 4 


always a danger leſt r men, freſh, from a trial i Fa wh ic 
lite has heen loſt, Fade remember with reſgntment. 


and malignity the proſecutpr, 0 witneſſes, or the 


udges. It is indecd ſcarcely poſuple, that with all 
the prejudices of an intereſt ſo. pn perl y, and ſo ak- 
fecting, the convict ſhould think otherwiſe, than that 
he has been treated in fome part of. the proceſs, with 


. uarecefſary ſeverity... In this opanion he is perhaps 5 


Hingplar, and thereſore probably, miſtaken, But 
- there is no time for diſquiſition: we: ina fry to. of 


the ſhorteſh.way-to.pezce.. oo iseaſiex to forgive than 


to reaſon right. He: that has, been jojuriolly, Or 


unneceſſarily harrafjed, has one gpportunity more of 
Proving his ſincęrity, by forgiving. the wrong, and 


Pray ing for his enemy; | 
It is the duty of a penitent to repair, 0 far as he 
(has the power, the injury which he has done. What 
we can do, is commonly nothing more than to leave 
the world an example of contrition oh the dreadful 


5 day, when the. ſentence. of the law has its full force, 


; fome will be found to have affected a ſhameleſs bra- 


very, or negligent intrepidity. Such is not the pro- 
per behaviour of -a convicted criminal. To rejoice 


in tortures is e privilege of a Martyr; to meet 

edidity is the right only of innocence, 
being innocence could be found. Of 
is ſhortened by his erimes, the laſt 


en are dune, ee ſelt-abaſement. We * on 


WF 
rance of repentance. We ought not to propagate an 
opinion, that he who lived in wickediieſs can die 
with courage, If the ſerenity or gaiety with which 


ſome men have ended a life of guilt, were unfeign⸗ 


ed, th can be imputed only to ignorahce or ſtupidi- 
ty, or, what is more horred, to voluntary intoxica- 


tion: if they were artificial and hypocritical, they 


were acts of deception, the uſeleſs arid unprofitable 
_ crimes of pride unmortified, and obſtinacy unfub- 


I There is yet another crime poſſible, and, as there 


is reaſon to believe, ſometimes committed in the laſt 


moment, on the margin of eternity.---Meii have died 
{Sx . 5 £ - 14u3 0 his + 4 3 $4.4: GA _ » 4 d? r 
with a ſtedfaſt denial of crimes, of which it is very 


difficult to ſuppoſe them innocent. By what equi- 
vocation or reſerve they may have reconciled their 


conſciences to falſehood, if their conſciences were at 
all conſulted, it is impoſſible to know. But if they 
thought, that when they were to die, they paid their 
legal forfeit, and that the world had no farther de- 
mand upon them; that therefore they might, by 
keeping their own ſecrets, try to leave behind them 
a diſputable reputation; and that they falſehood was 


harmleſs, becauſe none were injured ; they had very 
little conſidered the nature of Society. One of the 


Principal parts of national felicity ariſes from a wife 


and impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, Every 
man repoſes upon the tribunals of his country the 


ſtability of poſſeſſion, and the ſerenity of life: He 
therefore who unjuſtly expoſes the coutts of judica- 
ture to ſuſpicion, either of partiality or etror, not 
only does an injury to thoſe who diſpenſe the laws, 
but diminilhes the public confidence inthe laws them- 
: gs and ſhakes the foundation of public tranqui- 


For my ovn part, I confeſs, with deepeſt com- 


punction, the "Efime * Which has brought me to this 
5 3 place ; 


God fincere repentance ; We owe to man the appea- 
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place; and admit the juſtice of my. ſentence, while 
1am finking under its ſeverity. And 1 earneſtly ex- 
hort you, my fellow priſoners, to acknowledge the 
offences which have been already proved; and to be- 
queath to our countty that confidence in publick juſ- 
tice, without which there can be neither Peace nor 
1 ſafety. 


As few men ſuffer for their firſt offences, and moſt >; 


. convicts are conſcious of more crimes than have been 
brought within judicial  cogaizance---it is neceſſary 
to enquire how far confeſſion ought to be extended. 
Peace of mind, or deſire of inſtruction, may ſome- 
times demand, that to the miniſter whoſe counſel i is 
requeſted, a long courſe of evil life ſhould be diſco- 


vered; but of chis every man muſt determine for 


himſelf. To the public, every man, before he de- 
parts from life, is o # 
have brought, or may bring unjult ſuſpicion upon. 
others; and to convey ſuch information, as may en- 
5 able thoſe who have ſuffered loſſes to obtain reſtitu- 
| tion. 2 


liged to confeſs thoſe acts which 


Whatever good remains in our power we mit di- 


7 ligently perform. We muſt prevent, to the utmoſt 
ol our power, all the evil conſequences of our crimes. 
We muſt forgive all who have injured us. We mult, 
by fervency of prayer and conſtancy of meditation, 
endeavour to repreſs all worldly paſſions, and gene- 
rate in our minds that love of goodneſs, and hatred 
of fin, which may fic us tor the ſociety of heavenly 
minds. And, nally, we muſt commend and entruſt 


our ſouls to n1M, who died for the fins of men; | 


with earneſt wiſhes and humble hopes, that he will 

admit us with the labourers who entered the vine- 
yard at the loft hour, and aſſociate” us with the Thief 
- whom he pardoned on the croſs, 1 


To this great end, you will not nel tou unite wich 


me, on bended Knges, and with humbled hearts, i 
Affen prayer. to the Throne of Grace ; 1 the Fa- 
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ther of Mercy hear our r ſupplications, and have com- | 
. paſſion upon us! — 
0 Almighty Lord God, the tiehitbous Woes = 
Pl all the earth, who in thy providential Juſtice doſt ; 
frequently inflict ſevere vengeance upon ſinners in 
this life, that thou mayeſt by their ſad examples eſ- 4 
fectually deter others from committing the like hei- 
nous offences; and that they leisten truly re. 
pPenting of their faults, may eſcape the condemna- - 
tion of hell :---Look down in mercy upon us, hy { 
ferrowful ſervants, whom thou haſt ſuffered to become 
the unhappy objects of offended juſtice in tkis world! 
Give us athorough ſenſe of all thoſe evil thoughts, 
f words and works, which have lo provoked thy pa- _ 
tience, that thou haſt been pleaſed to permit this [ 
public and ſhameful judgment to fall upon us; and 
grant us ſuch a portion of grace a ee ſincerity, 
that we may heartily confeſs, and unfeignedly repent 
of every breach of thoſe moſt holy laws and ordinances, 
 4vhich if a man do he ſhall live in them, 1 
Let no root of bitterneſs and malice, no habi- 
3 tual and deadly fin, either of omiſſion or commiſſion, 
remain undiſturbed in our hearts ? but enable us to 
make our repentance univerſal, without the leaſt flat. 
tering or deceitful reſerve, that ſo we may clear our 4 
conſciences before we cloſe our eyes. ono 
And now that thou haſt brought us within the 
view of our long home, and made us ſenſible that 
the time of our diſſolution draweth near; endue us, 
we humbly pray thee, O gracious Father, with fuch 
Chriſtian fortitude, that neither the terrors of thy 
preſent diſpenſations, nor the remembrance of our 
former ſins, may have power to fink our ſpirits into 
a deſpondency of thy everlaſting mercies in the ado- 5 
rable Son of thy love. | 
Wean our thoughts and affeftions, good Lard, - 
| from all the vain and deluſive enjoy ments of this 
4 tranſitory world; that we may not only with pati- 
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death, but that our faith and hope mT be Jo eleva? 4 | 
ted, that we may conceive 


with Chriſt, which is far. better than all the. happie 
neſs we can with for beſides . "ad 


. thineſs of the very leaſt of all thy fayours——of. 5 
meaneſt crumbs which fall from thy ee, 1 
bleſſed Lord Jeſus! make us ſo truly and univerſall > me 
charitable, that in an urdiſlembled compliance in , - © 
thy own pr command, and moſt endearing « F 
ample, we may both freely forgive; and cordially prag 


5 turn their hearts, and fill them with thy love! 


Thus ſhall we be qualified, through Chriſt, to ex- 5 
change this diſmal bodj]y.confinement {and theſe: mne 2, 4 
5 820 e for the glorious Per. of E the ſons. 8; 
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ging deſire to be dif, 
ſolved from theſe. our earihly tabernacles; and to be 


And in à due ſenſe of our extraordinary want 
of forgiveneſs at thy hands, and of our utter unwor». 2 


or our moſt inveterate enemies, perſecutors, and fans F: 1 


derers. / Forgive them, O Lord, we beſeech thee : 


3 P 


„Thus, may we humbly truſt, our corrowfyl = 4 17 
prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy fight, © 


—yhio => 1 0 Father, and. xg 9 
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